
 

 Mills Alumnae Jane Austen & Literary England 

17 – 31 May, 2017 

This is an adventure into the world of Jane Austen, places where the author herself lived or visited 

and places of inspiration for her novels. Enjoy fragrant gardens, thatched country villages and 

small parish churches. Explore one or two of the regal estates used for recent film versions of her 

works. Sample local favorite dishes, regionally made wines and ales and have lovely experiences 

off the beaten track, meeting the locals. 

Our tour will visit some highlights of the English counties of Hampshire and Heart of England, the 

region famous for the Cotswolds villages and some of the countries’ best gardens. Both regions 

offer quite a number of worthy attractions in their own right, our tour adds in the fun bonus of 

exploring their Jane Austen connections too. Along the way, enjoy literary connections to a few 

other great British writers and the iconic towns of Stratford-Upon-Avon, Salisbury and Bath. 

Explore those who inspired Jane Austen, with particular focus on William Shakespeare, and also 

discuss those who were inspired by her work.  

Travel in the company of Mills College English professor Kirsten Saxton 

Dr. Kirsten T. Saxton is an award winning teacher and scholar who has published widely on 18th-

century women writers. She teaches a Jane Austen course at Mills, has lectured nationally on 

Austen, and is currently editing a Golden Age Mystery by Lois Austen-Leigh for the British Library 

Crime Classics Series; Lois Austen-Leigh is the granddaughter of Austen's nephew; she wrote the 
novel on Jane's own desk, which Lois's great nieces donated to the British Library, and which will 

see on this lovely trip! 

 

TENTATIVE ITINERARY 

Tuesday 16 May 

 
Departure from Oakland CA for your overnight flight to the UK 

 

 

Day 1  Wed 17 May   Arrival into London Heathrow  
 

Met as a group on arrival by Special Group Tours and begin your Jane Austen/Literary 

England adventure! 

 
We will travel to our first village of interest, Steventon, where Jane Austen spent her first 25 

years. Explore the small parish church where her father was a clergyman including the churchyard 

where her brother and his family lie. This quiet, peaceful place is like stepping back in time. 

 
Welcome event - Oakley Hall Welcome Afternoon Tea Enjoy a special meal together at Oakley 

Hall, a property well known to Jane Austen. Built in 1795, Oakley Hall Hotel has a distinguished 



past. Formerly owned by the Bramston family, close friends of Jane Austen, it is mentioned fondly 

in Austen’s letters to her sister Cassandra at the turn of the 19th Century. 

Champagne Afternoon Tea includes: 
One glass of Champagne or Pink Sparkling 

A selection of finger sandwiches 

Freshly baked fruit and plain scones 

Clotted Cream, strawberry and raspberry jam 
Homemade cakes 

All with your choice of tea or coffee 
Dairy-free, gluten-free and vegetarian options are available by prior request 

 

This evening is free for guests to enjoy the hotel grounds at their leisure to recover from their 

international journey. 

 

Overnight: Hampshire, Chilworth Manor Hotel or similar BB 
 http://www.bw-chilworthmanor.co.uk/ 

 

 

Day 2  Thursday 18 May  Chawton, Winchester 
 

Today spend a full, special day together in Hampshire, ‘Jane Austen Country!’ 

 

Jane Austen’s cottage home at Chawton is now open as a museum. It was in this quaint village 
that she spent the majority of her later years and where she wrote or completed most of her most 

famous works, Sense & Sensibility and Pride & Prejudice amongst others. Once inside the house, 

find yourself in her world. Also enjoy the village itself and the cottage gardens that Jane and her 

sister lovingly tended. 

 
SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY By special appointment, visit the Chawton House Library, ‘the big 

house’ which was the one time home of Jane Austen's brother Edward. The main collection here 

focuses on works written by women in English during the period 1600 to 1830. During our time 

here, enjoy a group lunch buffet together. 
 

Later, a walking tour of the original Saxon capital of Winchester will introduce you to the general 

sights, including England’s oldest public schools. A place well known to several authors, this is 

Thomas Hardy’s ‘Wintoncester’ and the final resting place for Jane Austen in Winchester 
Cathedral.  

 

Overnight: Hampshire, property as above, DBB 

 

 
Day 3  Friday 19 May  Hampshire Coast 

 

Explore the seaport of Southampton, where Jane Austen lived for 2 years following the death of 

her father. We’ll explore the ancient city walls, said to be a favorite walking spot for Jane, and a 
few local landmarks well known to her. It is thought that the Portsmouth scenes in Mansfield Park 

are modeled after her experience of local life in Southampton. Nearby, as time permits, we’ll visit a 

place or two enjoyed by Jane and her family as short getaways from the city – such as the abbey 

that inspired Northanger Abbey. We may also go into Portsmouth itself to further explore our 
discussion on inspiration versus art. 

 

Overnight: Hampshire, property as above, DBB 

 



 

Day 4  Saturday, 20 May  Salisbury, Lacock, into Bath 

 
During our day, we’ll visit in iconic Salisbury. Here we can pay our respects inside the stunning 

gothic cathedral and see one of the greatest pieces of writing, the Magna Carta. 

 

Also today see the medieval village of Lacock, which has hardly changed in the past 200 years. 
With its magnificent abbey, half timbered cottages and greystone houses, it provides a perfect 

setting. This lovely place, where TV ariels, telephone wires and advertising are banned, has been 

used as a film set for many popular films such as the Colin Firth/Jennifer Ehle production of Pride 

and Prejudice, the BBC series of Cranford and Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone. 
 

This evening arrive into the compact city of Georgian splendor and Roman antiquity, Bath. Enjoy 

an orientation walking tour with your guide. This place was enjoyed by the social set of the 18th 

and 19th centuries, a setting for Jane Austen, Charles Dickens and many other writers; Austen fans 
should immediately recognize several streets and squares from her novels such as Northanger 

Abbey and Persuasion. You can also see places where the author herself lived.  

 

Overnight: Francis Hotel Bath, or similar BB 

http://www.accorhotels.com/gb/hotel-6636-francis-hotel-bath-mgallery-collection/index.shtml 
 

 

 

Day 5  Sunday 21 May  Lyme Regis, Stourhead Gardens 
 

A big day spent in lovely countryside today, far from the madding crowd. The counties of 

Hampshire, Wiltshire and Dorsetshire are ones where time literally seems to have stood still since 

the days of Jane Austen and Thomas Hardy. 
 

Lyme Regis is sure to be one highlight, a popular sea spa town and the site of many Austen family 

holidays. The town looks much as it did when Jane spent time here, and sites from Persuasion are 

recognizable. 

 
Also today, Stourhead Gardens, featuring one of the world’s finest 18th Century landscape 

gardens including a magnificent lake, classical temples, enchanting grottos plus rare and exotic 

trees. The Temple of Apollo here was featured in a memorable scene between Elizabeth and Mr 

Darcy in the 2005 film Pride and Prejudice and should be recognizable to fans. 
 

Overnight: Bath, property as above BB 

 

 
 

Day 6 ND Monday 22 May  Full day as you please in Bath independently 

 

Enjoy a full day in Bath. Your guide will be on hand for advice and assistance but the day is 
opened for individuals to do as they choose. We highly recommend time in the Roman Baths and 

Pump Rooms, the Jane Austen Centre; there’s the American Museum display of quilts and the 

Museum of Costume too -- or you could simply wander the lovely tea rooms and antique shops. 

The choice is yours! 

 
Overnight: Bath, property as above BB 

 

 



Day 7  Tuesday 23 May  Gloucester, Cotswolds villages 

 

The lovely, historic city of Gloucester has many wonderful literary connections. Gloucester 
Cathedral and the King’s School have enjoyed a recent surge in popularity since each was used as 

locations for ‘Hogwarts.’ Gloucester also features as a setting for Beatrix Potter and Humpty 

Dumpty can claim his origins here. 

 
The remains of our day will be spent meandering through the honey-thatch cottage Cotswolds 

villages famous in this region. Each is unique and pretty in its own right and there are many 

opportunities for a stop in a tea-shop or wandering the antique shops as we wish. With our small 

vehicle, we can get where larger coaches can’t and avoid the commercialized ‘honey-pots’ to 
discover the best of local treasures. 

 

Evenings in Stratford-Upon-Avon provide the opportunity, dependent upon schedules, to attend the 

theatre at the RSC. There’s a wonderful viewing tower and highly rated restaurant so worth a visit 
even if not attending a performance! See what’s on at the RSC: http://www.rsc.org.uk/whats-on/ 

 

Overnight: Stratford-Upon-Avon, Alveston Manor or similar BB 

http://www.macdonaldhotels.co.uk/our-hotels/alveston/ 

 
 

 

Day 8 ND Wed 24 May   Full day as you please in Stratford independently 

 
Our whole day will be spent in Stratford-Upon-Avon itself, so you have ample time to discover 

the charming town and Shakespeare connections.  

 

By special appointment this morning, a group visit and tour of Shakespeare Trust Library 
Reading Room. Shakespeare Birthplace Trust cares for the world's largest collection of 

Shakespeare related material accessible by the public. The collection includes printed materials and 

books relating to Shakespeare’s works life and times, including translations of the plays into over 

80 languages, three First Folios and a range of important early printed books, which inspired 

Shakespeare’s genius. 
 

The rest of the day is yours to explore as you please. You’re spoilt for choice here – visit the local 

church, burial place for the Bard, his mother Mary Arden’s home with its bird of prey centre as well 

as the well known iconic sites such as his Birthplace. Wander the cobbled streets, shopping and 
relaxing as you wish. Your guide will be on hand for a possible walking tour, advice and assistance 

but the day is yours to spend as you decide. Your tour package includes a Shakespeare Houses 

Visitor Pass. 

 
Overnight: Stratford-Upon-Avon as above BB 

 

 



Day 9  Thursday 25 May  Stoneleigh Abbey; to Peak District 

 

For 400 years, Stoneleigh Abbey in Warwickshire was the country seat of Jane Austen’s relatives, 
the Leighs. In 1806, Jane visited her cousin Reverend Thomas Leigh on the estate and was so 

inspired by Stoneleigh that she wove descriptions of the interiors, views of the grounds and cameos 

of the family into her novels. Stoneleigh Abbey has changed little since 1806, the rooms and much 

of the furniture are still as Jane Austen would have known them. The park and gardens at 
Stoneleigh reveal a long history of landscaping undertaken over four centuries at the behest of the 

Leigh family. There has been a settlement with gardens here from as early as 1154! 

 

Later, a rare bit of motorway driving will bring us to the Peak District. Jane Austen stayed in the 
area for 5 weeks in 1806 at the home of another cousin, Edward Cooper. Perhaps we will choose to 

route via Lichfield, a bustling market town with some lovely Tudor buildings visited by Jane for 

touring and shopping. Alternatively we might choose to route via Leicester Cathedral, for a brief 

stop to pay our respects to King Richard III, the man famously maligned in Shakespeare’s play. 
Skeletal remains of ‘someone’ with scoliosis and an arrow in the back, those matching reports of 

Richard’s death at the Battle of Bosworth Field in 1485, were found in a Leicester car park in Sep, 

2012. Scratch the surface and England just ‘bleeds’ history! 

 

Overnight: Peak District, Rutland Arms or similar DBB 
http://www.rutlandarmsbakewell.co.uk/ 

 

 

 
Day 10 Friday 26 May  Peak District including Lyme Park 

 

We have a full day to enjoy the Peak District and the magnificent Pennine Hills scenery. Here, 

where the dry-stone walls make criss-cross patterns of the sheep covered hills, we may find 
ancient folk customs such as ‘well-dressing’ as we wander the rural Derbyshire villages. Dependent 

on weather and participant interest, our day’s options include the town of Hathersage, known as 

“Morton” in Charlotte Bronte’s classic novel Jane Eyre. The town itself is an attractive, prosperous 

gritstone village of charm and character, perched rather picturesquely on a hillside. This whole area 

is well known to film crews, capturing real places of inspiration for classic literature. Nearby there’s 
the soaring Stanage Edge, a famous scene from the Keira Knightley Pride & Prejudice and 

connections to Little John from the Robin Hood legends. 

 

The highlight of the day may be Lyme Park, used by the BBC for the hugely popular Colin Firth 
version of Pride and Prejudice. Fans may recognize the lake as well as the house itself. Here, find 

the Palladian mansion surrounded by a medieval deer park of almost 1400 acres, an amazing 

formal garden and lavish interiors. 

 
Overnight: Peak District, property as above DBB 

 

 

 



Day 11 Saturday 27 May  Chatsworth Estate & Cowper-Newton Museum 

 

This morning explore Duke of Devonshire’s stately home at Chatsworth, the real life home of 
Georgina, The Duchess of Devonshire and said to have been the inspiration for Jane Austen as her 

‘Pemberley.’ It was here that most of the exterior sequences for Pemberley in the 2005 Pride and 

Prejudice were filmed as well as a few interiors including the sculpture gallery. 

 
SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY Cowper-Newton Museum is housed in the building that 18th Century 

poet William Cowper lived and worked in. The museum celebrates two great men who lived in 

Olney: the leading 18th Century poet & letter writer William Cowper, Jane Austen’s favorite poetic 

moralist, and his friend, John Newton who wrote the hymn "Amazing Grace." Here also find 
beautiful, well tended gardens and a lovely 18h Century summerhouse. 

 

Tonight is opened for individuals to do as they please in Oxford. As this is a university town, lots 

of theatre and evening activities are possible! SGT recommends time in the Eagle & Child Pub, once 
the meeting place for 'The Inklings,' members included JRR Tolkien and CS Lewis. Yes, this is 

where Alice, The Hobbits and other well known literary characters were first discussed! 

 

Overnight: Randolph Oxford, BB 

http://www.macdonaldhotels.co.uk/our-hotels/macdonald-randolph-hotel/ 
 

 

 

Day 12 Sunday 28 May  Oxford including Christchurch and Bodleian Library   
 

Our main destination for today is the ‘city of the dreaming spires’ Oxford. This is the jewel in the 

literary crown. The Dean of Mathematics at Christchurch College was one Charles Dodgson, better 

known as ‘Lewis Carroll’ and one finds ‘Alice’ everywhere here. Contemporary literature is 
represented by Colin Dexter’s detective ‘Morse’ and there is Harry’s ‘Hogwarts’ to discover too. A 

walking tour of the city will introduce you to these highlights and to many others. 

 

SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY The Bodleian Library has been an Oxford institution since 1602. 

Bodleian incorporates an earlier library erected by the University in the fifteenth century to house 
books donated by Humfrey, Duke of Gloucester. As the largest university library in the UK, and one 

of five legal deposit libraries, the Library holds millions of printed items as well as manuscripts. In 

its reading rooms, generations of famous scholars have studied through the ages, among them 5 

kings, 40 Nobel Prize winners, 26 prime ministers and writers including Oscar Wilde, CS Lewis and 
JRR Tolkien. 

 

The Reading Rooms tour offers an exploration of the Library's wonderful reading rooms, where 

many of the books are held, and where, for centuries, scholars have studied. Your tour guide will 
show you Duke Humfrey's Library, including Selden End which is not accessible to visitors on any 

other day of the week, before visiting the Upper Reading Room with its magnificent 17th century 

painted frieze. The tour also includes the Radcliffe Camera, the Divinity School, Convocation House 

and Chancellor's Court.  The tour lasts 90 minutes. "A great opportunity to explore Oxford Bodleian 
Library’s reading rooms. A must do for a Sunday." Comment from a participant in the Explore the 

Reading Rooms Tour. 
Please note that usual visitor opening hours and guided tours are sometimes affected due to ceremonial and 

other events at both Christchurch and Bodleian, visits can sometimes be changed without prior notice and 
beyond our control. 

 

This evening is opened for guests to do as they please in London. SGT recommends an evening 

performance at Shakespeare’s Globe (18:30 performances most Sundays, subject to availability.) 



 

SGT is happy to assist individuals with their plans, if you want to purchase London transportation 
passes, attraction passes, fast track attraction tickets or theatre tickets. Please feel free to discuss 

your wishes with us, we are here to help! 

 

Overnight: London, Doubletree Kensington or similar property  

http://doubletree3.hilton.com/en/hotels/united-kingdom/doubletree-by-hilton-hotel-london-
kensington-LONLKDI/index.html 

 

 

 
Day 13 ND Monday, 29 May  Full day as you please in London independently 

 

London is simply full of general interest and literary highlights! London offers no shortage 

of iconic places to visit - the Tower, Westminster Abbey and St Paul's Cathedral among them. Then 
there's Kensington Palace, Hampton Court, Kew Gardens, V&A with its fashion collections... London 

has a wide array of parks, gardens and museums of all shapes and sizes.  

 

On our theme, perhaps go past some writer’s homes, locations used as famed settings such as 
Harry Potter's Kings X, Brick Lane, and the ‘Olde Curiosity Shoppe.’ There are former author homes 

now opened as museums for Dickens, Carlyle, Dr Johnson and Keats. Perhaps choose Dr Johnson’s 

Fleet Street, The Borough of Chaucer and later Dickens, the Bankside neighborhood of 

Shakespeare, now current home to the new Globe Theatre… What to do? The choice is yours! 

 
Overnight: London, property as above BB 

 

 

 
Day 14 Tuesday, 30 May  Guided Literary London including British Library 
 

Explore some of London’s Literary Heritage by both coach and foot today with your guide. 

There’s the Cheyne Walk area of Chelsea, the residence of choice for George Eliot, Oscar Wilde, 
Thomas Carlyle and others. Follow in the footsteps of Jane Austen, focusing on her inspirations and 

a taste of the city during the Regency era around Covent Garden and Mayfair. 

 

Our day will include time in the magnificent British Library and their manuscript exhibit. Texts 
preserved here include Beowulf, Sir Gawain, 2 more copies of the Magna Carta plus works by 

Austen, Brontes and Dr Johnson. 

 

SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY Farewell event - Afternoon Tea at Fortnum & Mason 

Fortnum & Mason, synonymous with London high quality since 1707 - see the store itself and dine 
in style with a traditional, quintessentially British Afternoon Tea. In 1926, this famous grocery store 

was transformed into a unique department store with a restaurant. The tradition of taking tea and 

that "little bit of something" between lunch and dinner had long been a feature of smart 

households, and in the Roaring Twenties at Fortnum’s, it was defined by a menu featuring the 
finest teas, delicate sandwiches and exquisite cakes. It remains the place for high society dining, 

an experience for you to discover yourself today! 

This evening is opened for guests to perhaps enjoy a night at the theatre independently. Fortnum 

is on the doorstep of London’s famous West End theatre district. SGT is happy to assist with tickets 

on an individual basis should anyone wish (theatre tickets subject to availability for the appropriate 

supplemental cost, not included in main package cost.) 
 

Overnight: London, property as above BB 



 

Day 15 Wednesday, 31 May Departure 

 
One group departure transfer from London hotel to Heathrow Airport for your flight home 

 

 

Your private tour package includes: 
13 touring days with exclusive service of your driver/guide/companion and mini-coach 

One group arrival and one group departure transfer Heathrow Airport 

3 nights accommodation Hampshire with breakfast daily and 2 dinners, Chilworth Manor or similar 

3 nights accommodation Bath with breakfasy daily, TBA or similar property 
2 nights Stratford Upon Avon with breakfast daily, Alveston manor or similar property 

2 nights Peak District with breakfast and dinner daily, Rutland Arms Bakewell or similar property 

1 night Oxford with breakfast, Randolph or similar property 

3 nights London with breakfast daily, Doubletree Kensington or similar property 
1 bag per person each way (check-in/check-out) porteage per hotel 

Welcome Champagne Afternoon Tea at Oakley Hall Hampshire or similar venue 

Farewell Afternoon Tea at Fortnum & Mason London or similar venue 

Buffet luncheon at Chawton House Library subject to availability 

Special group visits/tours/chats (as appropriate) at: 
Chawton House Library 

Shakespeare Trust Library Reading Room 

Stoneleigh Abbey 

Bodleian Library Oxford 
Cowper-Newton Museum 

British Library 
Each currently subject to availability 
Group entrance fees to: 

Chawton Cottage 

Winchester Cathedral 

Netley Abbey 

Salisbury Cathedral 
Stourhead Gardens 

Gloucester Cathedral 

Stratford Upon Avon Shakespeare Houses Pass 

Lyme Park 
Chatsworth Estate 

Christchurch Oxford 

 

Tour package does NOT include 

-airfares 
-meals/beverages/attractions/items not specifically mentioned above 

-items of a personal natural such as phone calls, laundry, hotel extras, souvenirs etc 

-passport fees and possible visa costs 

-travel insurance -- strongly recommended and available on a individual basis via SGT for those 
that wish it.  

 



MEET YOUR TEAM 

 

 Special Group Tours: Small Groups, Interesting Itineraries, Personalized Service 

 
With SGT, you will have the advantage of expert advice from those who have not only visited, but 

have years of experience living in and loving the cultures you will visit. SGT has worked with the 

same team of local suppliers & driver/guide/companions for over 15 years and the owner spent 

several years as an operations manager and tour guide based in the UK.  
Ground suppliers are hand-picked with your comfort and expectations in mind. Several months of 

every year are spent re-visiting places of interest by SGT staff to ensure the quality you deserve is 

maintained. 

Special Group Tours is a member of several trade associations including the National Tour 

Association and the Specialty Travel Agent Association and is recommended by several tourist 
boards including Visit Britain and Visit Wales. Kate Carrigan, the owner/operator of SGT, has been 

in the tourism industry since 1995 and has been a specialist in tours to Britain and Europe since 

2000. SGT also provides support on ad-hoc marketing projects for organizations within the trade.  

 
 

What is Small Group Touring?  Small Group Touring is traveling with just 6 - 14 guests per 

departure. It is our aim to introduce you to the ‘real’ country and its people, not just ticking the 

boxes of a standardized route and treating you as an individual and not a number. Of course you’ll 

see the major sites but so much more too! See Why Our Tours for more info about the advantages 
of the Small Group Touring Concept. 

 

Your driver/guide/companion is a very important part of your successful vacation. Our team boasts 

a wide range of backgrounds and abilities all eager to share their knowledge and some local 
treasures with you. Your guide is a philosopher, diplomat, historian and entertainer but, above all 

else, is dedicated to ensuring your comfort, safety and enjoyment. All SGT ground staff is hand-

picked with your comfort and expectations in mind, most local suppliers have been part of ‘our 

team’ for well over a decade. 

 

Driver/Guide, Mike Wilson  
 

Mike has been leading tours for almost 20 years. He is keen to share his knowledge of the local 

areas and insights on British culture and heritage. Mike believes in a well rounded touring 

experience and will facilitate arrangements during the tour including special requests as much as 

he can. He is a former literature professor with a main focus on London literary studies so keen for 
all subjects literary and history. Mike has led general sightseeing itineraries and special themes 

including literary, Roman history, quilts and antiques plus many other unique interests all over the 

UK, Ireland and some parts of Western Europe. Perpetually young at heart, Mike is a favorite with 

school groups and family groups. 
 

 

 



Tour Package Cost: $5855 USD per person twin/double; $6555 USD single rate 
Package cost includes a donation to Mills Alumnae and is based on a minimum of 14 participants/maximum of 
15 participants 

 

How to Book: 
Send us an e-mail: specialgrouptours@yahoo.com or call us toll-free: 1 866 725 5250 to hold your 

space on the tour. We can hold no obligation space for one week so you have time to make your 
travel arrangements. 

 

NOTE: With a maximum of just 15 guests per departure, tours can fill quickly. Early booking is 

recommended. 
 

The booking is confirmed once a $500 USD per person deposit is received and a signed 

Terms and Conditions sheet returned. A non-refundable deposit is required and the balance of 

payment to be made 60 days prior to tour departure.  
 

A final invoice will be sent 60 days prior to departure reflecting the US dollar balance due to 

request final/full payment. If you are booking less 60 days prior departure then the final/full 

payment is due at time of booking.  
 

Make a Payment: 

 

We are able to accept three methods of payment: personal check/money order, bank transfer or 

use your credit card via the Special Group Tours website link. 
 

If paying via check or money order, please make a US Dollar check made payable to: Special 

Group Tours then post it to our office address: Special Group Tours, 259 Magnolia Drive, Millsboro 

DE 19966 USA. It is helpful if you note your tour code/date in the memo section. 
 

For ease of guests in other countries, there is the option to wire payments directly into our bank 

account. The banks will take care of the currency exchange for your convenience. Please note that 

any bank fees charged by your banking provider are the sole responsibility of the payee. Full bank 
details will be listed on your individual invoice. 

 

Pay via credit card via the Make a Payment button on the front page of our website. 

Please Note: We must charge a 3.5% processing fee for credit card services. The amount 

for credit card payments will be listed on your payment request invoice as will our detailed bank 
transfer information. On initial deposit payments, credit card transaction fees are waived for your 

convenience. 

 

Currency Matters 
 

Our suppliers list their rates in British Pound Sterling or Euro. We here in the States are subject to 

the fluctuating exchange rate. The USD rates listed are based upon the exchange rate at time of 

publishing.  SGT reserves the right to update USD rates without prior notice should the exchange 
rate change by 2% or more. For current exchange rate guidelines, please visit www.xe.com. 



 

Alterations & Cancellation 

 
If you request any alterations to your travel arrangements once we have confirmed a reservation, 

Special Group Tours will not charge an amendment fee in securing alternative arrangements on 

your behalf. However, it is no guarantee that your requested changes will be available. 

 
It is IMPORTANT to note that other ground suppliers MAY CHARGE AN AMENDMENT FEE. Should 

you wish to cancel your tour, you must notify Special Group Tours in writing. Cancellation penalties 

do apply, as outlined in the ground operator’s individual terms and conditions. PLEASE NOTE THAT 

ALL DEPOSITS ARE NON-REFUNDABLE IF YOU CANCEL YOUR TOUR. 
 

When booking a Special Group Tours departure/custom designed itinerary, the cancellation 

penalties are as follows: 

 
Days before initial service: Cancellation fee 

On or before 30 days: loss of deposit 

29 – 16 days: 50% of total cost 

15 days to tour commencement: 100% of total cost, no refund available 

Please note there are no refunds for any portion of your total tour package once you have begun 
traveling. 

 

 

The purchase of travel insurance is highly recommended. 
 

Travel Insurance is an essential component of every successful holiday. Special Group Tours highly 

recommends the purchase of a travel insurance policy to protect yourself and your belongings 

during travel or should you have to cancel prior to your tour departure for a medical reason. Full 

and specific details about coverage available will be outlined in your chosen policy. 
 

 

 

 
 

BOOKING CONTACT: Kate Carrigan, Special Group Tours 

www.SpecialGroupTours.com   Toll Free: 866 725 5250 

Email: specialgrouptours@yahoo.com or tours@specialgrouptours.com 
Small Groups, Interesting Itineraries, Personalized Service.  

Oft imitated, never duplicated! This itinerary is an original SGT itinerary, property of Special 

Group Tours and to be used only with express permission/in conjunction with SGT. 
 

 




